The Brahmaputra River flows through Assam, India, for about 670 km along an alluvial valley as a wide braided river. The width of the river varies with time along its course. The braiding intensity of this river is estimated using the braiding index (BI) of Brice (1964) , which also changes with space and time along the course of the river. Temporal changes of both width and BI have been studied using topographic maps of 1912-1928 and 1963-1975, and dry season satellite data of 1996, 2000, 2007 and 2009. The mean widths of the Brahmaputra River channel in Assam during 1912Assam during -1928Assam during , 1963Assam during -1975Assam during , 1996Assam during , 2000Assam during , 2007Assam during and 2009 were 5949 m, 7455 m, 7505 m, 8008 m, 8308 m and 9012 m, respectively, confirming an overall increase in width with time. Both the width and variation of width are lowest in four short narrower segments of the river. Three of these segments represent hard points comprising gneissic rock, and one segment is on alluvium comprising cohesive clay. The increase in width is correlated to enormous sediment load produced by the great Assam earthquake of 1950 and large-scale deforestation in the Himalayas. The mean BIs for the Brahmaputra for 1963-1975, 1996, 2000, 2007 and 2009 were 8.59, 8.43, 6.67, 6.58 and 7.70, respectively, indicating in general a decreasing trend up to 2007. The BI showed low variation at the four narrow segments where there is also a minimum variation of the channel width. The BI has increased significantly in the upstream part of the river. Very high fluctuation of discharge (17,000 m 3 /s −1 in 24 h) and high sediment loads of the Brahmaputra (daily mean sediment discharge of 2.0 million tonnes during monsoon), erodible alluvial banks and high width/depth ratios are the main causes of development of braiding. The interrelationship between channel width and BI of the Brahmaputra shows a positive correlation, indicating an increase in BI with increasing channel width.
Introduction
The Brahmaputra River is a large international river flowing through Tibet (China), India and Bangladesh. Rising near the ChemaYundung glacier in southwest Tibet (elevation 5300 m, 82 • 10 E, 30 • 30 N), the Brahmaputra traverses a total distance of 2880 km, which comprises an easterly course of 1625 km in Tibet, a southerly and westerly course of 918 km in India and a southerly course of 337 km in Bangladesh (Figure 1 ). Total basin area of the river is 580,000 km 2 . The Brahmaputra flows southward through deep bedrock gorges cutting across the Higher and Lesser Himalayas and Siwalik Hills with high gradient (4.3 m/km to 16.8 m/km) before entering plains near Pasighat in India. The approximately 600-m-wide river in the Himalayas has become 10 km wide just 12 km downstream of Pasighat due to a sudden decrease in gradient to 0.27 m/km, which results in the high deposition of sediment and development of a braided channel consisting of a network of small channels separated by transitory braid bars. It flows through Assam, India, for about 670 km with an average gradient of 0.16 m/km along a valley comprising its own alluvium as a wide braided river, but it also has three short narrow single-channel reaches where it cuts through hard gneiss rocks.
The Brahmaputra Valley in Assam is 35-90 km wide, and the width of the Brahmaputra River channel varies from 1.1 to 18.6 km. The width of the river is neither uniform along its course, nor invariable in the same place, except for a few short reaches. Hence, in this article an attempt has been made to assess the width and braiding as well as their variations with time for the Brahmaputra River from Kobo average gradient of 0.16 m/km along a valley comprising its own alluvium as a wide braided river, but it also has three short narrow single-channel reaches where it cuts through hard gneiss rocks. The Brahmaputra Valley in Assam is 35-90 km wide, and the width of the Brahmaputra River channel varies from 1.1 to 18.6 km. The width of the river is neither uniform along its course, nor invariable in the same place, except for a few short reaches. Hence, in this article an attempt has been made to assess the width and braiding as well as their variations with time for the Brahmaputra River from Kobo (upstream of Assam) to Dhubri (downstream of Assam) for a length of about 670 km ( Figure 1 ). 
Materials and Methods
Data on the width and braiding of the Brahmaputra River are derived from the Survey of India (SoI) topographic maps of 1912-1928 and 1963-1975 as well as dry season (December) Indian Remote Sensing (IRS) satellite data of 1996, 2000, 2007 and 2009 . The Braiding Index (BI) of the Brahmaputra River was not measured for the first (1912) (1913) (1914) (1915) (1916) (1917) (1918) (1919) (1920) (1921) (1922) (1923) (1924) (1925) (1926) (1927) (1928) period as these maps were prepared based on the ground survey spanning a long time period, whereas the Survey of India (SoI) maps of the second (1963) (1964) (1965) (1966) (1967) (1968) (1969) (1970) (1971) (1972) (1973) (1974) (1975) sequence were prepared based on large-scale aerial photographs taken during the dry season along with ground survey; hence the BI of the river was measured from this period. The river has a nearly east-west-trending course in Assam from Kobo to near Dhubri. The channel width has been measured perpendicular to the two banklines at the same fixed geographical points at every 5′ E longitudinal interval. For measuring width, the river course is divided into 64 segments each of 5′ E longitude, with length varying from 8 to 11 km depending on the trend of the river channel, and braiding is measured within each segment. The segment at Kobo lies within 95°15′-95°20′ E and the segment near Dhubri is within 90°00′-90°05′ E. The banklines include channels, islands/chars and sand bars in the river braid belt. Smaller offshoot channels are considered to be outside the river banklines if the channel did not return to the main channel; the width of the channel was less than 80 m. 
Data on the width and braiding of the Brahmaputra River are derived from the Survey of India (SoI) topographic maps of 1912-1928 and 1963-1975 as well as dry season (December) Indian Remote Sensing (IRS) satellite data of 1996, 2000, 2007 and 2009. The Braiding Index (BI) of the Brahmaputra River was not measured for the first (1912) (1913) (1914) (1915) (1916) (1917) (1918) (1919) (1920) (1921) (1922) (1923) (1924) (1925) (1926) (1927) (1928) period as these maps were prepared based on the ground survey spanning a long time period, whereas the Survey of India (SoI) maps of the second (1963) (1964) (1965) (1966) (1967) (1968) (1969) (1970) (1971) (1972) (1973) (1974) (1975) sequence were prepared based on large-scale aerial photographs taken during the dry season along with ground survey; hence the BI of the river was measured from this period. The river has a nearly east-west-trending course in Assam from Kobo to near Dhubri. The channel width has been measured perpendicular to the two banklines at the same fixed geographical points at every 5 E longitudinal interval. For measuring width, the river course is divided into 64 segments each of 5 E longitude, with length varying from 8 to 11 km depending on the trend of the river channel, and braiding is measured within each segment. The segment at Kobo lies within 95 • 15 -95 • 20 E and the segment near Dhubri is within 90 • 00 -90 • 05 E. The banklines include channels, islands/chars and sand bars in the river braid belt. Smaller offshoot channels are considered to be outside the river banklines if the channel did not return to the main channel; the width of the channel was less than 80 m. There are three indices for estimation of the braiding intensity of a braided river, viz. braiding index (BI) by Brice [1, 2] , braiding parameter (Bo) by Rust [3] and braid-channel length ratio (B) by Friend and Sinha [4] . In the present study, the braiding intensity is estimated by using the braiding index (BI) following Brice [2] using the relation:
where Li = sum of the length of the braid bars and islands in a particular segment of the river, and L = length of the course of the river in that particular segment. A river is called braided when its braiding index is more than 1.5, and the Brahmaputra River is a braided river.
Previous Work on the Brahmaputra
Various morphological and hydrological aspects of the Brahmaputra River in Assam, India, had been studied by different workers like Geological Survey of India [5] on geomorphological aspects, Goswami (1985) on the hydrology, basin denudation and channel aggradation, Water and Power Consultancy Services (India) WAPCOS [6] on morphology, meteorology, sediment and water transport, and Kotoky and Sarma [7] on a geomorphological study on the Brahmaputra from Majuli to Kaziranga. Gilfellon et al. [8] studied channel and bed morphology of the Brahmaputra in Upper Assam; Sarma [9] carried out a detailed study on pattern of erosion and bankline migration of the Brahmaputra in Assam; Sarma [10] gave an overview of the Brahmaputra River system; Sarma [11, 12] dealt with the morphology of the Brahmaputra in Assam; and Sarma and Phukan [13] described the pattern of bank erosion and channel migration of the Brahmaputra in Assam during the twentieth century. Singh and France Lanord [14] and Singh et al. [15] determined erosional rates of the Brahmaputra watershed using isotope and major ion composition, respectively. Studies on morphological aspects, facies and the hydrology of the Brahmaputra (Jamuna) River were carried out in Bangladesh by Coleman [16] . Channel migration of the Jamuna was studied at first by Bristow [17, 18] . Klaassen et al. [19] dealt with sedimentological processes and Thorne et al. [20] described the planform pattern and channel evolution of the Jamunariver. Richardson and Thorne [21] dealt with the hydraulics of the Jamunariver. Previous work on change in channel width of the Brahmaputra River in Assam reveals that the same occurs both due to erosion as well as lateral accretion of banks [22, 23] .
Morphology of the Brahmaputra River Channel in Assam
The morphology of the Brahmaputra River channel is very conspicuous in satellite images of low flow ( Figure 2 ). Within the selected course of the Brahmaputra River in Assam, the channel reach can be divided into the following three categories following Leopold and Wolman [24] and Eaton et al. [25] ( Figure 3 ).
(1) narrow single channel reach (node); (2) anbranching-cum-braided reach; (3) braided (island/bar) reach.
Among these, the single-channel reaches are permanent in nature whereas the anabranching reaches are observed to be stable for the last 40 years and the intensity of braiding varies along the solely braided reaches.
The Brahmaputra flows in a narrow single channel for three short rocky reaches at Silghat (width = 1.5 km), Pandu (width = 1.1 km), and Jogighopa (width = 2.1 km). In the upstream in between longitude 94 • 50 E to 95 • The Brahmaputra flows in a narrow single channel for three short rocky reaches at Silghat (width = 1.5 km), Pandu (width = 1.1 km), and Jogighopa (width = 2.1 km). In the upstream in between longitude 94°50′ E to 95°13′ E and in the downstream in between longitude 90°35′ E to 91°05′ E the river develops anabranching-cum-braided channels. About 83 percent of the course of the Brahmaputra in Assam is braided, where the flow of the river gets divided into a number of channels of different orders separated by mid-channel braid bars. 
Hydrometeorology, Water Discharge, Sediment Load and Bankline Migration
The annual precipitation is about 300 mm in the Brahmaputra basin in Tibet. Annual rainfall in the southern slopes of the Himalayan drainage of the Brahmaputra is between 1000 and 3000 mm, and between 2000 and 4000 mm over the Brahmaputra Valley of Assam as well as the Naga-Patkai and Indo-Myanmar Ranges.
The Brahmaputra is the fourth largest river in the world in terms of average flow discharge at its mouth with a flow of 19,830 m 3 /s −1 , whereas the river ranks 22nd in terms of drainage area. Hence, [6] . The rainy season (May through October) accounts for up to 82% of the mean annual flow at Pandu with high fluctuations in daily discharge [11] .
The Brahmaputra plays a significant role in the sediment and geochemical element budgets of the globe. It supplies 670 km 3 of water, 1000 million tonnes of particulates, and 100 million tonnes of dissolved material annually to the Bay of Bengal [26] [27] [28] . Weathering and erosion rates in the Brahmaputra basin are among the highest in the world. During the monsoon months, June through September, the daily rate of sediment discharge at Pandu averages 2.0 million tonnes, whereas average annual suspended load is 402 million tonnes [29] . Goswami [30] , using a sediment budget, estimated a secular aggradation of 607 km Assam reach of the Brahmaputra between Ranaghat (near Pasighat) in Arunachal Pradesh and Jogighopa in Assam as 16 cm during the period from 1971 through 1979. A study of bankline migration of the Brahmaputra River in Assam during the twentieth century reveals that between 1912 and 1996, the highest annual rate of shift in the bankline due to erosion and lateral accretion was 227.50 m/year and 331.50 m/year, respectively [13] .
Results

Variation in Width of the Brahmaputra River
Detailed data on the width of the channelbelt measured in between the two banks of the Brahmaputra River are presented in Table 1 . Mean width of the Brahmaputra River channel in Assam measured in between the two banks at 64 fixed segments along its course between 1912-1928 was 5949 m, which increased to 7455 m by [1963] [1964] [1965] [1966] [1967] [1968] [1969] [1970] [1971] [1972] [1973] [1974] [1975] . During this time span, out of a total of 64 segments under study, there were channel-widening ranges from 52 to 6656 m (mean = 2190 m) in as many as 53 segments; compared to this, narrowing was noticed ranging from 30 to 5417 m (mean = 1791 m) in only 11 segments. It is evident from the data that there was an overall widening of the channel in the years 1963-1975 as compared to the earlier time. In 1996, the mean width of the channel was 7505 m, which was slightly more than that of the former sequence (1963) (1964) (1965) (1966) (1967) (1968) (1969) (1970) (1971) (1972) (1973) (1974) (1975) . From 1996 to 2009, out of 64 segments widening took place in as many as 51 segments ranging from 16 to 8374 m (mean = 2109 m) and narrowing took place at only 13 segments ranging from 16 to 3065 m (mean = 851 m).
By comparing the width of the first sequence of data with that of the last (2009) it is observed that out of 64 segments widening took place in 55 segments ranging from 7 to 11,429 m (mean = 3878 m) and narrowing took place at only 9 segments ranging from 220 to 3347 m (mean = 1913 m). It is also noticed that there are 19 segments where there has been an invariable increase in width; these sections are distributed from upstream to downstream. In other sections there is a decrease in width in one period and an increase in the other and vice versa.
In order to assess variation of the channel width along the course of the Brahmaputra River from Dhubri to Kobo within different time periods under study, the data in Table 1 are shown graphically in Figure 4 by superimposing one upon the other. It is evident from Figure 4 that the width showed very low values as well as minimum variations at four segments; from upstream to downstream these segments are: By comparing the width of the first sequence (1912-28) of data with that of the last (2009) it is observed that out of 64 segments widening took place in 55 segments ranging from 7 to 11,429 m (mean = 3878 m) and narrowing took place at only 9 segments ranging from 220 to 3347 m (mean = 1913 m). It is also noticed that there are 19 segments where there has been an invariable increase in width; these sections are distributed from upstream to downstream. In other sections there is a decrease in width in one period and an increase in the other and vice versa.
In order to assess variation of the channel width along the course of the Brahmaputra River from Dhubri to Kobo within different time periods under study, the data in Table 1 are shown graphically in Figure 4 by superimposing one upon the other. It is evident from Figure 4 that the width showed very low values as well as minimum variations at four segments; from upstream to downstream these segments are: The Silghat, Pandu and Jogighopa segments represent hard points comprising gneissic rocks. Among these, also the Pandu segment shows the least variation and it is the narrowest segment of the entire course through the Brahmaputra Valley. However, the Salmora segment lies on alluvium The Silghat, Pandu and Jogighopa segments represent hard points comprising gneissic rocks. Among these, also the Pandu segment shows the least variation and it is the narrowest segment of the entire course through the Brahmaputra Valley. However, the Salmora segment lies on alluvium comprising cohesive clay from which pottery has been made since very ancient times. All these narrow segments can be considered as nodes. On the contrary, the reaches around Rohmoria situated on the east of Dibrugarh ( Figure 5 ) and Mukalmua located on the west of Pandu have shown consistent increases in width throughout the period under study [29] . [29] . 
Causes of Increase in Width
The larger number of segments (53 out of 64, or 82.8%) where there were increases in width in the period from (1912) (1913) (1914) (1915) (1916) (1917) (1918) (1919) (1920) (1921) (1922) (1923) (1924) (1925) (1926) (1927) (1928) to (1963) (1964) (1965) (1966) (1967) (1968) (1969) (1970) (1971) (1972) (1973) (1974) (1975) ) might be a consequence of the great Assam earthquake of 1950 that measured 8.5 on the Richter scale, whose epicenter was within the Brahmaputra basin. This earthquake induced large-scale landslides in the Himalayas. As the slope of the Himalayas was barren for several years after the earthquake, the loose debris and barren slopes together resulted in 45 billion m 3 of sediment inputs into the river system in this rain-drenched region, which ultimately choked the bed of the Brahmaputra [31] . The floodplain aggradation has not been able to keep up with channel aggradation, so channel capacity has declined. The bed of the Brahmaputra is raised by about 3 m in Dibrugarh, as revealed by a sharp rise in the low-water level of the Brahmaputra River at Dibrugarh as a result of deposition of the enormous amount of sediment on its bed following the 1950 great earthquake (Figure 6) .The highest flood level (HFL) in Dibrugarh is 105.95 m and the danger level (DL) is 104.24 m. There is no record of the lowest water level. As the river became shallower, it became wider to accommodate its regular flow subsequent to 1950. Unfortunately, maps or images of the Brahmaputra immediately after 1950 are not available to confirm the widening of the channel spatially, and the next survey of the river was carried out only during 1963-1975 after a gap of 13-25 years, which reveals the widening of the channel.
There was a minor increase in width between 1963-1975 and 1996 , from 7455 to 7504 m. However, the progressive increase in width during 1996 to 2009, from 7504 to 9012 m, was very significant. Although the cause of this widening could not be worked out appropriately, it is 
There was a minor increase in width between 1963-1975 and 1996 , from 7455 to 7504 m. However, the progressive increase in width during 1996 to 2009, from 7504 to 9012 m, was very significant. Although the cause of this widening could not be worked out appropriately, it is correlated to deforestation [32] due to large-scale road construction and logging operations in the forests of the Arunachal Himalayas during this period [33] . correlated to deforestation [32] due to large-scale road construction and logging operations in the forests of the Arunachal Himalayas during this period [33] . 
Braiding Intensity (BI) of the Brahmaputra River
The braidings of the Brahmaputra River were measured using BI along the river at 64 segments for the periods 1963-1975, 1996, 2000, 2007 and 2009 , and are given in Table 2 . The mean BIs for the entire Brahmaputra in Assam for 1963-1975 and 1996 were 8.59 and 8.43, respectively, indicating a slight decrease in braiding in the later period. Out of a total of 64 segments, there were 30 segments where the BI of the river had increased and 34 segments where the BI had decreased in 1996 as compared to [1963] [1964] [1965] [1966] [1967] [1968] [1969] [1970] [1971] [1972] [1973] [1974] [1975] . The average BI for the entire Brahmaputra in Assam since 2009 was 7.70, indicating a significant decrease in braiding in this period as compared to 1996. The BI increased in 28 segments and decreased in 36 segments in 2009 as compared to 1996, but the cause of thedecrease in BI cannot be ascertained. The increase of BI in some segments might indicate that the river was depositing more silt in those areas as compared to the former occasion. On the other hand, the river was either depositing less silt or rather eroding away the sediment in the segments where the BI was decreasing. 
The braidings of the Brahmaputra River were measured using BI along the river at 64 segments for the periods 1963-1975, 1996, 2000, 2007 and 2009 , and are given in Table 2 . The mean BIs for the entire Brahmaputra in Assam for 1963-1975 and 1996 were 8.59 and 8.43, respectively, indicating a slight decrease in braiding in the later period. Out of a total of 64 segments, there were 30 segments where the BI of the river had increased and 34 segments where the BI had decreased in 1996 as compared to [1963] [1964] [1965] [1966] [1967] [1968] [1969] [1970] [1971] [1972] [1973] [1974] [1975] . The average BI for the entire Brahmaputra in Assam since 2009 was 7.70, indicating a significant decrease in braiding in this period as compared to 1996. The BI increased in 28 segments and decreased in 36 segments in 2009 as compared to 1996, but the cause of thedecrease in BI cannot be ascertained. The increase of BI in some segments might indicate that the river was depositing more silt in those areas as compared to the former occasion. On the other hand, the river was either depositing less silt or rather eroding away the sediment in the segments where the BI was decreasing. Variation of Braiding Index (BI) with Time
The BIs of the three study periods (1963) (1964) (1965) (1966) (1967) (1968) (1969) (1970) (1971) (1972) (1973) (1974) (1975) 1996 and 2009) along the Brahmaputra River from Dhubri to Kobo are presented in Figure 7 . Variation of BI with time is examined by using the superimposed graphs of the values of BI of all segments for the three time sequences of the Brahmaputra River. It is evident from Figure 7 that the BI showed minimum variation at the Pandu segment. The variation was also very low at both Silghat and Jogighopa. Lower variation is also noticed on the segment surrounding Salmora of Majuli. Significantly, all these four segments also show minimum variation of the channel width (cf. Figure 4) . The BI values show an increasing trend at the upstream segments around Rohmoria (94 • 05 -94 • 10 ) and the same show a decreasing trend upstream of Jogighopa (90 • 55 -91 • 00 ). Variation of Braiding Index (BI) with Time
The BIs of the three study periods (1963) (1964) (1965) (1966) (1967) (1968) (1969) (1970) (1971) (1972) (1973) (1974) (1975) 1996 and 2009) along the Brahmaputra River from Dhubri to Kobo are presented in Figure 7 . Variation of BI with time is examined by using the superimposed graphs of the values of BI of all segments for the three time sequences of the Brahmaputra River. It is evident from Figure 7 that the BI showed minimum variation at the Pandu segment. The variation was also very low at both Silghat and Jogighopa. Lower variation is also noticed on the segment surrounding Salmora of Majuli. Significantly, all these four segments also show minimum variation of the channel width (cf. Figure 4) . The BI values show an increasing trend at the upstream segments around Rohmoria (94°05′-94°10′) and the same show a decreasing trend upstream of Jogighopa (90°55′-91°00′). 
Interrelationship between Channel Width and Braiding Index (BI)
The channel widths and BIs of different segments along the Brahmaputra river course are plotted together for all periods in order to observe their interrelationship. The plots reveal that there is a strong similarity between their trends, as shown, for example, for the 1963-1975 period in Figure  8a Figure 8c . It is evident from Figure 8c that the relation between the changes in both channel width and that of BI is widely scattered, and only 22.8% of the total variation shows positive correlation. 
The channel widths and BIs of different segments along the Brahmaputra river course are plotted together for all periods in order to observe their interrelationship. The plots reveal that there is a strong similarity between their trends, as shown, for example, for the 1963-1975 period in Figure 8a Figure 8c . It is evident from Figure 8c that the relation between the changes in both channel width and that of BI is widely scattered, and only 22.8% of the total variation shows positive correlation. Using data from the Tables 1 and 2 , the variation in width in the three time sequences (1963) (1964) (1965) (1966) (1967) (1968) (1969) (1970) (1971) (1972) (1973) (1974) (1975) 1996 and 2009) and the corresponding variation in the BI in each segment are analysed. Using data from the Tables 1 and 2 , the variation in width in the three time sequences (1963-1975, 1996 and 2009) It is evident from the data that between (1963) (1964) (1965) (1966) (1967) (1968) (1969) (1970) (1971) (1972) (1973) (1974) (1975) and 1996 an increase in width associated with an increase in BI was found in 20 cases (31%), and decrease in width with decline in BI was recorded in 19 cases (30%). On the other hand, an increase in width leading to decrease in BI was found in 15 cases (23%), and decrease in width and a corresponding increase in BI was found in 10 cases (16%). Between 1996 and 2009, an increase in width associated with an increase in BI was found in 25 cases (39%), and decrease in width with a decline in BI was observed in 8 cases (13%), whereas an increase in width and corresponding decrease in BI was also found in 25 cases (39%), and decrease in width with an increase in BI was recorded in only 6 cases (9%). The overall similar variation was 56.5% as compared to dissimilar variation of 43.5%, signifying that the majority of the variations are similar in nature.
The BI values of the Brahmaputra at different segments are plotted against corresponding channel widths for all time sequences under study ( Figure 9 ). The plot shows a positive correlation of 41.2%, indicating an increase in BI with increasing channel width. The BI values of the Brahmaputra at different segments are plotted against corresponding channel widths for all time sequences under study ( Figure 9 ). The plot shows a positive correlation of 41.2%, indicating an increase in BI with increasing channel width. 
Discussion
There is a large variation of width of the Brahmaputra River channel along its course through the Brahmaputra Valley in Assam. The width is lowest at the nodes, but increases significantly just downstream of the nodes. The BI of the Brahmaputra River channel also varies along its course and is lowest and nearly invariable at the nodes. The BI has increased significantly in the upstream part of the river. The mean BI showed a decreasing trend with time until 2007, which is opposite of the trend of variation in the corresponding mean channel width.
Most rivers will braid when channel width (w) is 60 times its depth (d) [34] . At Pandu, the most constricted part of the Brahmaputra, maximum depth recorded is 27.4 m and width is 1100 m, hence here w = 40 d, and this segment does not develop braiding. However, the mean width in braided reaches of the Brahmaputra is around 8000 m and depth is about 10 m, hence in majority of the cases w = 800 d, and this large w/d ratio is one of the principal causes of development of braiding in the Brahmaputra. When the difference of discharge is very high it results in rapid fluctuation of discharge, and such a situation gives rise to braiding. Discharges that are excessive lead to erosion of the banks and irregular bedload movement, which is a key factor in the formation of a braided stream Knighton [35] . This aspect is also applicable in the case of the Brahmaputra River. Most of the hydrographs represent multiple peaks occurring at different times during June to October, indicating high variation of discharge (Figure 10 ). Large variations of the discharge within a short 
Most rivers will braid when channel width (w) is 60 times its depth (d) [34] . At Pandu, the most constricted part of the Brahmaputra, maximum depth recorded is 27.4 m and width is 1100 m, hence here w = 40 d, and this segment does not develop braiding. However, the mean width in braided reaches of the Brahmaputra is around 8000 m and depth is about 10 m, hence in majority of the cases w = 800 d, and this large w/d ratio is one of the principal causes of development of braiding in the Brahmaputra. When the difference of discharge is very high it results in rapid fluctuation of discharge, and such a situation gives rise to braiding. Discharges that are excessive lead to erosion of the banks and irregular bedload movement, which is a key factor in the formation of a braided stream Knighton [35] . This aspect is also applicable in the case of the Brahmaputra River. Most of the hydrographs represent multiple peaks occurring at different times during June to October, indicating high variation of discharge (Figure 10 ). Large variations of the discharge within a short span of time are noticed during a flood, with the maximum difference of about 17,000 m 3 /s −1 in 24 h (7-8 June 1990) and 24,000 m 3 /s −1 in 48 h (7-9 June 1990) being recorded in the rising limb of the hydrograph. The maximum discharge reduction on the recession limb was 12,000 m 3 /s −1 over 24 h (21-22 September 1977) [11] . Bank erodibilty is also a major component of Brahmaputra braided river systems. Braided systems that have banks of readily erodible materialare found in the environment of the Brahmaputra River. For example, in the reach around Rohmoria, the lower part of the bank comprises a layer of coarse loose sand for a length of about 10 km, and as a result, this reach has suffered a very high rate of bank erosion vis-à-vis channel migration (cf., Figure 5 ) [27] . Bank erodibilty is also a major component of Brahmaputra braided river systems. Braided systems that have banks of readily erodible materialare found in the environment of the Brahmaputra River. For example, in the reach around Rohmoria, the lower part of the bank comprises a layer of coarse loose sand for a length of about 10 km, and as a result, this reach has suffered a very high rate of bank erosion vis-à-vis channel migration (cf., Figure 5 ) [27] .
Sustainable Management for Brahmaputra Braided Segments
The Brahmaputra River's braided segments, as discussed in this paper, change their geometry with time. Being situated in a high seismic region, the river basin has been largely affected by strong earthquakes and attendant large-scale landslides vis-à-vis high sediment input. Such an incident disrupts the natural balance of sediment input and sediment transport, causing change in channel morphology. Balancing the sustainable development of such a dynamic braided river valley without compromising natural river ecosystem functions is a complex task [28] . Some of the strategies for achieving this could be (1) to adopt measures for reducing flood at a reach scale, thereby reducing flood as well as bank erosion; (2) reducing sediment delivery to decrease braiding intensity by afforestation policies; (3) to reduce sediment input from landsliding through reforestation of bare landslide areas as a long-term solution; and (4) balancing human needs in active braided systems for both risk reduction and ecosystem maintenance.
Management strategies that have been undertaken by the Government of Assam for controlling the braided segments of the Brahmaputra River include protecting the developed floodplain by engineered structures and afforesting the catchment. There is no unique solution to managing braided rivers, but that management depends on the stage of geomorphological evolution of the river, ecological dynamics and concerns, and human needs and safety. To propose 'sustainable' solutions, the government authorities must consider the cost-benefit aspects of their options, and the needs and desires of society. This requires an interdisciplinary approach linking engineers, earth scientists and social scientists concerned with environmental economics, planning, and societal and political strategies, in order to fully evaluate the economic and social validity of different options for different timescales.
Conclusions
There is a large variation of width of the Brahmaputra River channel along its course through the Assam Valley. The width is less on the constricted (node) parts comprising hard rocks as well as cohesive soil. The width increases significantly just downstream of the nodes. The mean width of the river has been increasing with time for about the last nine decades along its course in Assam. An abrupt increase in mean width is correlated to a tectonic event. The BI of the Brahmaputra River channel also varies along its course. The BI is lower and is nearly invariable at the constricted (node) parts comprising hard rocks as well as cohesive soils. The BI has increased significantly in the upstream part of the river. Very high fluctuations of discharge (17,000 m 3 /s −1 in 24 h) and high sediment loads of the Brahmaputra (daily mean sediment discharge of 2.0 million tonnes during monsoon), erodible alluvial banks and high width/depth ratios are the main causes of development of braiding. The interrelationship between channel width and BI of the Brahmaputra shows a positive correlation, indicating an increase in BI with increasing channel width. Funding: This research received no external funding.
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